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The Northonians enjoyed another very successful year during the 2011 season.  Through the dedication of a hard working committee, the Northonians have been able to increase their membership to 119 (118 in 2010 and 112 in 2009) and we will be working hard to increase membership and patronage again for season 2012. There are still many past players and officials who are yet to join the Northonians and we encourage them to do so as they will certainly enjoy being part of the group. 

The Northonians was originally established with a view to assisting the North Launceston Football Club Incorporated  (NLFC) in raising additional revenue to offset the substantial costs associated with running NLFC, reducing NLFC debt and to attract past players and officials back to NLFC and to make them feel welcome. Now that NLFC is in a very good financial position more emphasis is being made on increasing membership of the Northonians and attracting more past players and officials back to NLFC and to roster games. 

The total Northonians donation to NLFC in the period 1 November 2010 – 31 October 2011 was $19,000 which was a great effort. 

The Northonians expect to be granted a further 12 months licence form the Launceston City Council to continue to operate the bar in the Gunns Room for home games and for holding fortnightly meetings.
Our Guernsey Presentation Evening was held on Saturday 1 April 2011 and attracted 150 players and girlfriends, supporters, friends and family. Guernsey presenters for the evening were Head Coach Jeff Dunne, Premiership players and Life Members Jason French and Scott Hawkins
Special thanks must go to Tony “Chang” Young who, over many years, have arranged donors for over 65 guernseys each year.

The bus trip during the season was held on Saturday 7 May 2011 to West Park where the senior side were unfortunately soundly beaten by the Burnie Dockers after a promising first half. 
The Northonians called into the Ulverstone Surf Lifesaving Club for a superb supper on the way home. It was a fun day for the 40 “trippers” and another is planned for 2012.
The Northonians recognise without the support of hundreds of volunteers and players since NLFC being established in 1893 it would not be the proud traditional football club it is today.  To celebrate and recognise the many volunteers and past players of both the senior and junior clubs a reunion was held on 2 July 2011 at Aurora Stadium where the Northern Bombers took on Devonport and won. The day was once again called “Back to North Day”.
NLFC Premiership teams that had won premierships in the years ending with a“1” were given special recognition.

They were: 
· 1901 NTFA Seniors 

· 1911 NTFA Seniors 

· 1931 NTFA Seniors 

· 1961 NTFA Seniors 

· 1981 NTFA Seniors

· 1981 GNFL Seniors (Greater Northern Football League)

· 1951 NTFA Reserves 

· 1971 NTFA Reserves 

· 1991 Statewide League Reserves

Guest speakers were:

· Peter Daniel capt/coach of the 1981 NTFA / GNFL Senior Premiership team,

· Robbie Sanders coach of the 1991 Statewide League Reserves Premiership team,

· Bob Withers  capt/coach of the 1961 Senior Premiership team, 
· Tony (Chang) Young capt/coach of the 1971 Reserves Premiership team, and 
· NLFC President Thane Brady. 

Over 150 invited guests attended the Reunion including the Mayor of Launceston Albert Van Zetten, Federal Member for Bass Geoff Lyons and NLFC’s Patron of 40 years Dr Frank Madill.

The Reunion once again was an extremely successful event and enjoyed by all.      

The Northonians award three trophies each year to members of the Senior team. They are the Gavin Luttrell Award for the most valuable senior player on and off the ground, the Rattler Summers Award for the best player in the finals series and the RL Jones Award for the best player in the Anzac Day game against South Launceston. Winner of the Gavin Luttrell Award for Season 2011 was Allan O’Sign. 
The Rattler Summers Award was not awarded as unfortunately the Senior side did not make the 2011 TSL finals.  The RL Jones Award was also not awarded due to there being no 2011 Anzac Day game played.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Thane Brady, Warren Brown, John Hardstaff & family, Ross Harvey, Roger Lowe, Kim Marsh, Darrell Marsh - Treasurer, Mick Mohr, Damian Ryan, Robbie Sanders, David Thompson, Chris Whitford, Brett Young, Chang Young, Ricky Young (Secretary) and Ossie Young for their efforts in working the long hours in the Northonians Bar and associated duties such as working in the bar at all AFL games during the 2011 season.  

I would also like to thank the following Northonian sponsors for their continued support:  Garry Anderson – Tasmanian Heavy Equipment Repairs, Jason Digney - Newnham Meat Service, Ricky Gough Jackson Motor Company, Robbie Sanders – Bar Choice and Jordan Szmekura - Fosters Group. 

I encourage all members to support these valued sponsors!

Congratulations must also go to Zane Littlejohn in being appointed Head Coach for season 2012. 
Kevin Radford
President

